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Meet the New Washington Conser-
vation Corps Crew!

NSEA’s Citizen Action Training School: 
Diverse Speakers Add to Program’s Impact

A Day on the Snow Goose 
Inspired This Educator

By Sonja Wittmier
CATS Student

I have spent the majority of my life 
in the Puget Sound area. I can look back 
on a plethora of childhood memories that 

have come from living within a mile of the 
beach: investigating investigating a myriad 
of creatures that inhabit the inter-tidal 
zones, midnight swims in phosphorescent 
water, watching Orcas pass by a stone’s 
throw from the shore. The beauty of this 
area is deceiving in a way.

Emerald green forests and what some-
times feels like an overabundance of fresh-
water (especially when it’s falling from the 
sky for what seems like months on end) 
easily obscure the environmental issues 
that we are faced with as inhabitants of the 
Northwest. It was largely this reason – my 

desire to further understand the envi-
ronmental challenges of the region, and 
what I could do about them –that I chose 
to enroll in the Citizen Action Training 
School.

CATS is facilitated by NSEA as one of 
the seven Puget Sound Regional Fisheries 
Enhancement Groups. CATS is a program 
designed not only to help its students 
become aware of issues threatening the 
environmental and ecological health of 
Puget Sound, but also to give students the 
ability to find solutions to those problems. 
Students present them to the community 

Bellingham CATS students have a silly moment during a tour of the Millworks 
Cooperative Housing project in Fairhaven, which features several innovative Low Impact 

Development features to minimize pollution from stormwater runoff. 

at large with both service projects and 
other events designed to address both 
specific and broader issues. 

A majority of the material presented 
in the CATS program has come from 
speakers who work in their fields, making 
the information relevant and accessible. 
Federal, city and tribal governments, 
nonprofit organizations and professional 
educators have all been represented. 

This has lent itself to a unique oppor-
tunity not only to learn about policies 
from the source, both in the classroom 
and out in the field, but to understand 
more about this area from people who 
have devoted their lives to learning about 
its various aspects, from resource manage-
ment to cultural heritage.

Like the educators, students of the 
CATS program span a wide range of 
education, experience, interests and back-
grounds. Artists and engineers alike have 
been united in their interest to promote 
the greater good for all inhabitants of the 
Salish Sea. This spectrum has been benefi-
cial not only in networking and exchang-
ing ideas within the class, but also with 
addressing different issues and aspects 
within the community at large. 

Having taken part in the CATS 
program, I have come to understand a 
great deal more about the issues we face, 
including water pollution, salmon habitat 
degradation and ocean acidification. In 
addition, I have also been given the tools 
to promote community awareness and 
mobilization to address such issues. This 
is the true function of CATS: to produce 
educated and engaged members of the 
community who strive to effect a positive 
change in the overall health of the Salish 
Sea, and all those who dwell here.

By Maggie Long
Education Program Manager

On a sunny October morning, 
Program Manager Annitra Ferderer, 
Education Coordinator Claire Woodward 
and I met at Squalicum Harbor for a day 
aboard the Snow Goose with students 
from Kulshan Middle School.

The Snow Goose is a 65-foot boat that 
by summer leads excursions to Alaska, but 
by fall and spring takes students out on the 
water to conduct scientific experiments. 
The Snow Goose’s education programs 
have been running for more than 15 years.

As the Kulshan students boarded 
the boat with us, memories of my own 
experience as a Fairhaven Middle School 

sixth-grader on the Snow Goose 14 years 
earlier came rushing back. Not only did 
I remember the excitement of being on a 
marine vessel in Bellingham Bay, I recalled 
the feeling of being a research scientist, 
collecting water quality and plankton data. 
It was the day I decided I wanted to be a 
scientist.

Now, years later and from a different 
perspective, I was aboard the Sow Goose 
to witness the same inspirations occur-
ring in students as they thrived in a field 
science learning environment. Their expe-
rience on the Snow Goose will no doubt 
be unforgettable –it certainly was for me.

Many wonderful connections exist 
between the Snow Goose and NSEA’s 
education programs, with a new and excit-
ing partnership between NSEA and the 
Snow Goose made possible by NOAA 
B-WET funding. For information on the 
Snow Goose, see page 7.

Out on Bellingham Bay, a Snow 

Goose educator leads students 

through a turbidity and salinity 

station, to test the visibility 

and salt levels in the bay.


